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To which is committed the Keys of the 2 
Kingdome of Heaven, 


Whercin is demonſtrated by way of Queſtion and : 


Anſwer, vbat a vi{ible ¶( hurch is according to the order = 


of the Goſpel : And what Officers, Members, Wprſhip,and 
Government Chriſt hath ordained in the Ngw 7. fame at. 


By that Reverend and ng — Mr, 70. Cotton, B. D. 
and Teacher of the Church af Fo/on in New- England. 


| The Third Edition: 
More exactly corrected, the Marginall proofes in 
the former Edition miſphced, being herein placed 


more directiy; and many othcr faults both in the 
Line and Margent, are here Corrected, 


Erck. 43. 10, 1 1. Thou Sonne of man, ſhew the bouſe to the bouſe of Iſrael, that 
. th:y may be aſhamed of theii iniquities,and let them meaſure the par- 
terne. And if they bee aſhamed of all that they have done, ſbew them 
the forme of rhe heuſe, and the faſhion the ro and the goings out there. 
% an1th: commings in thereof, 4n41 all the formes thereof, and all 
the ordinances thereof, and all tbe formes thereof, and all the lawes 
thereof : end write it in their ſight, that they may tears the whole 
ſorme thereof, and all tbe ordmances thereof, and doe them. 
ler 6.16 Thus ſaith the Lord, Stand ie in the waies and ſre, und aste for the old, 
px bs, Cc. ; 
Jer. 50. 5. They ſhell acke the way i Zion, with their faces thitherward, ſaying, 
Come,/et us joyne our ſelyes to-the Lord in a perperuall (ven that 


ſpall nor be forgotten. 
2 London, printed for Ben : Allen, and are to be ſold in Popes-head Alley. 2. 2 
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| THE 
DOCTRINE 


OF THE | 
CHVRCH 
GOVERNMENT. 


I Queſtion, 
2D Hat is the Church of the New Teſtament *? 
& eAnſwer. The Church is a myſticall bo- Epheſ. g. 30 
dy *, whereof Chriſt is the Head, the Mem- 31732. 1 Cor, 
— — of the world d, and 12. 27. Rom. 
united together into one Congregation *, - 12.45. 
an holy Covenant, to worſhip the Lord, and to edifie b RSLs. 
one another, in all his holy Ordinances *. 4 — 
& 14.2333. Col. 1. 2, 1. & 2.5, 1 Theſ. 1. 13,7. & 2.14. Act. 17. 1,4. d 1 Cor 1. 
2,9. & 5.10,11,1z, I Cor. 6. 16,17, Joh. 15.19. 1 Kiu. 8,53. Levit 20.235,26. 
Act. 19.18 9. e 1 Cor. 1 1. 18,0. & 1423,33 4K 161,16. f Exod. 19 5,6. 
& 24.3% Deut. 5.2, 27. with Act. 7. 38. Deut. 19. 1,9. to x 5. Jet. 30. 5. Amos 3.3. 
Iſa. 62. 5. with Mal. a. 14. g Act. 2. 42. 1 Cor. 9. 2. Mat. 26. 19,0. Joh. 25. 14 


2 Qu. What ſort of members x hath God ſet in his Church ? Rom. 13 4, f. 
Ar. Some that are Miniſters* or Officers b in the * Cor. 12 1 4+ 


4 Church; others common called by che generall name, „ 
Epheſ. 4. 1 2. Col. 4. 17. Rom. 12 7. b x Tim. 3. 1, 1, 13. Rom. 11.13. 

| A 2 which 
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2 The Doctrine of the Charch, 


© A 15. 23, which belongeth to all the Members, Brethren © and 
23. Col 1,>. Saints“. 

Rom.16.17,23. 

4 Col. 1.2. 1 Cor. 14.33. 


3 Qu. What ſorts of Miniſters or Officers hath God ſet in 
bis (hurch ? | 
« Erbel. 4.11. Anſ, _—_— extraordinary, as Apoſtles, Prophets and 


1 Cor 12.28, Evange Some ordinary and perpetuall, as Biſhops 
5 Phil, 1.1. and Deacons. 


E 4 Qu, What manner of men veto be calledr3 he Office o 
a Biſhop, or Elder of the Church ? 
A. A Biſhop or Elder of the Church, muſt be in him- 
ſclfe a blameleſſe man for holin« fle and righteouſncfle,. 
and for freedome from paſſions and luſts : Alſo a vigilant 
man, and of good behaviour. Moreover, hee muſt be in 
his family a man of good government, and of good ho- 
ſpitality: In his name, a man of good teport, even of thoſe 
are without: In his profeſſion, not a young plant, 
1 but holding faſt the faithfull word; apt to teach it, and 
to 7. Tit. x, able to maintaine it“. 
6. co 9. 5 _—— ſorts of Biſhops or Elders hath God ordained 
in hit Church? 
Anſ. Of Biſhops, who were alſo called Elders, God 
hath ordained two forts, Ruling Elders, and ſuch as la- 
« 1 Tim . iy bour in the word and dottrine *, commonly called Pa- 
1 Cor 1228. ſtors and Teachers © : all of them ate to watch over one 


Rom. 12. 7,8. - 
Rom. 13.78 CCrraine Flocke, the Church of a particular Congre 
Tit. 1. 5,7. ation 


b Epheſ. 4. 11. Ad. 4.23. & 20.1% 8. Phil. 1.1. Tit. 1 5 7, 


6 Qu. What is the office , or Works of the Paſtors and 


' Teachers > 
* Special eAnſw, The Paſtors ſpeciall worke* is to attend 
work. Exhortation, and therein to diſpenſe a word 


of Wiſdome : The Teacher is to attend go Do- 
Arine, and therein to diſpenſe a word of Know- 
4 Rom. 13. 7, 8. « N 
Cor. 146. 7 Qu. What is the office,or workef the Ruling Elders 2 
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and its Government. 3 


An Seeing the Kingdomof Chriſt is not of this world, 
bur heavenly and Spirituall , and the Government of his « lobn 18.36, 
Kingdome i not Lordly, but Stewardly and Miniſteri- ? M57 29-35, 
all *, and to labour inthe Mimiſtery of Exhortationand , 1 Cor. 
Doctrine, is the proper worke of the Paſtor and Teach- a 
er ©, u remaineth thetefore to bee the part and Office of c 1 Tim, x. 17. 
the Ruling Elders, to aſsiſt * the Paſtor and Teacher in Rom-12.7,8 
diligent attendance umto all other acts of ruic be ſides, as s“ . 
becometh good Stewards of the houſhold of God \. As. K f 17. He. 
Firſt. to open and ſhut the Doores of Gods Houle, © by 12.8. 1 Thel. 
admiſſion ot Members , by Ordination of Officers 8, Ex- 5-12, 
communication of notorious & obſtinate offenders. Sc- _ 16.19. 
condly, to ſee that none in the Church live either inor⸗- 3, 
dinately without a calling, or idlely in their calling. f aa; 17 28, 
Thirdly, to prevent and heale ſuch offences in life and 29 Eck, 22. 
doctrine, as might corrupt either their owne Church, 26. g 1 Tim. 4 
or other Churches, if their counſell be required v. Fourth- . Acts 6. 2. 
ly, to ptepare matters before-hand for the Churches con- i 
ſideration . And fiftly, to moderate the carriage of all & 18.1718. 
matters in the Church aſſembled !, as to pr mat- 2 Thef. ; 6. 
ters to the Church, and to order the ſeaſon of ſpeech and 10,1, 12. 
ſilence in the Church .. Sixtly, to ſeede the Flock of God * Reel. 2. 414 


with a word of admonition *, and as they ſhall be called , aa, —_ 
for to viſit and pray over their ſick Brechren . Ads 21,18, 


19. Pro. 24. 27, 

d Acts 6.2, 3. Heb. 13. 7. 17. e Ad. 13.15. fr Theſ. 3. 12. Ads 20.28 — 
n is an att of rule, if ſet on with authority, Gen. 19.7, 8. g Jam. f. 14. 

8. Qu. What manner of men bath God appointed to he called 
to the Deacons office? 
F An, Men of gravity and of good report, not given to 
diſſembling, nor to wine; nor given to covetouſueſſe, 
full ot the Holy Ghoſt and wiſ, „ and holding faſt 
the myſtery of Faith ina pure Conſcience keeping their 
houſes in good rule, and enjoying ſuch Wives, as may 
neither diſhonour nor corrupt their Office; no ſlandeterꝭ, 


but grave and ſober, and faithfull in all things ar Tim 3.8. 
9. What is the Office of the Deacons ? to 12, Act. 6.3. 
An. To receive the offerings of the Church brought 
| unto 
— 6 


| 
4 The Dottrine of the Church ”y | 


a Act 4.34,35 unto them and laid downe before them „ and therewith 
« — to ſerve Tables o, diſtributing with ſimplicity ©, not only 
1644 em do the Miniſters of the Church , but to any other ot the 
Gr. anale Brethten, as they ſhall have necde . 


put into the the common #0 ke e Acts 4.3 5. 


10. Qu. But is it not the Office of Deacons to ſhew mercy with 
cheeretwlneſſe ⁊ 


4 Rom. 1 1. 8. An, Yes verily, to their Brethren in miſery *, but that 
part of cheir Othce they do chiefly pertorme by the hand 
of the Widowes, choſen into their number, who arc | | 
b Rom. 16.1, therfore called the Deacons or Servants of the Church b. 
11, Qu, What manner of Widowes hath God allowed to bee 
taken into this number F | 
Ax. Ancient women of ſixty yeares of age, well repor- 2 
ted of for good workes, for nouriſhing their Children, ſor 
lodging of Strangers, for waſhing the Saints feer, for re- | 
lieving the atfliCted, tor following diligently every good | 
a1 Tim, 5.9, worke *, 


F 
__—— — - — 


10. 12. Qu. What manner of men hath God appointed to bee re- 
ceived as Brethren and Members of bis Church 


Rom, 1 6,9, u. Such as are called of God out of the world to the 
1 Cora a. g. fellowſhipot Chriſt *, and doe willingly offer and joyne 
AR. 2. 38,39, themſelves fix{t ro the Lord, and then to the Church, 

49,41,47- by confeſſing of their ſins , by profeſſion of their Faith ©, 


. — and by taking or laying hold ot his Covenant. 


Iſa. t 56.6, 7. ler. 30. 5. c Acts 2.4. 47 & 8.26, 27, 28. 4 Mat. 3.6. Acts 19.18. e Act. 
8.36, 7 Ida. 56. 6,7, 


— — — >. 


13. Qu, What is the Office or duty Which God calleth the ar 
Brei hren unto. the members of the ¶ hurch? 
41 Pet, 2-179. ef. To brotherly love *, and to the fruits thereof, 
& 2.8, Col-3. Brotherly unity *, Brotherly equality e, and Brocherly 


14. 1 Thel. 4. 
a communion *, 


b Epb.4.3. Pſal. t 3. 3. 1 Col.z.15, Acts 7.26. c 2 Cor 8.14, Mat. 23.8. Deut. 7. 20. 
d Acts 2.42. & 432. 
14. Qu. herein ſtandeth the Brotherly unity wee are to | 
hold one with another ? | 
An. 


| 
| 
| 
\ 


— — — — — 
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and its Government. 5 


Anſ. To be joyned together in one mind, and 
one judgement, one ſpeech, in one truth. And peer 16 
where we cannot be ot one judgement, yer ſtill to be ol Bphef 4. 1%. 
one heart o, not provoking nor envying one another hut 6 Phil 4 2. & 
forbearing and forgiving * , not j ing nor deſpiling 3-1 5, 16. AR. 
one another in differences of weaknelle *, but ſo farre as . 1 
we are come to walk together by the ſame rule * to teach 3 


Ka to learne one of another the way of God more per- 4 Epke. — 
fectly a, till we all grow up in the unity of the faith, unto 13. 
a petſect man in Chriſt jeſus . fone 14 


£ AR. 18. 26. 5 Epheſ. 4. 13. 


15. Qu. Wherein ſtan deth the brotherly equality which we 
are to holiſ one with another ? 

Anſ. In ſubmitting alike unto all Gods Ordinances, 
and enjoying alike all Chriſtian libertics*, in preferring 4 Gal. 3. 28. 
others before our ſelves *, and ſeeking one anothers wel. — 1.9, 10. 
fare, and tecling their eſtates as our owne , in bearing — 17. 0. 
the burdens one of another *, and impoſing no burdens, 1 Phi T . 
bur in cquall proportion. — 
c 1 Cor. 10. 24. Phil. 2.4. Gal. 5. 13. 4 Heb; 13. 3. Rom, 13.15. e Gal. s. 2. 
F Cor. 8. 13,74. 

16 Qu, herein — ang brotherly (ommunion Which 
we are to hold one with another 

Au. In our ſtedfaſt and continuall fellowſhip in the 
r and miniſtration * ; and « Ac. 2 
for this end to dwell together, to watch over one ano- 


cher ro reſort ——— and * Katt 
. 
„a5 us, co lay up 3 12,13. & 

ſtore for the ſurply of the Sainz“ t 5. Mat. 


18. 15. 
Heb. 10.25. Pſal. 1 0. 3. K 12.1. Act 20.20. e IIa. 60.8. Act. 1. 14. & 4. 24. 
1 Cor. 1416,26. f 1 Cor. 16.1, 2. 2 Cor. 9. U 2. 


HoW is the pub ſbi od to be ordered 
* is the (bureb N „ : 
eAnſ, All che members of the Churchbeing met toge- a Ezek.46.10: 
ther as one man r e- An 31. 
19.32, 


— — 
— — — — — 


6 The Doctrine of the Church, 


c Ad. 4.24. therin holy duties, with one accord, the men with their 

Cora g. ic heads uncovered, the women covered *. 

2 aan. 4 = Qu hat part of publike worſhip is firft to be admini- 
10 18. > . 

Auſ. The Apoſtle exhorteth that firſt of all, all man- 
ner of prayers be made for all men, even for Kings, and 
all in authority, that we may lead a quiet and peaccable 

« 1Tim.2.1,z life, in all godlineſſe and honeſty *. a 
Ezra 6. 10. 19 _— are not [et forms of publil Prayer, devi- 
[ed and ordained by men, an acceptable ſderifice unto the Lord » 

Anſ, If luch ſet forms had been an Ordinance of the 
Lord, and a Worſhip acceptable unto him, the Lord him- 
ſelle, ox at leaſt ſome ot the Apoſtles and Prophets would 

not have held back that part of Gods counſell from the 
a Act. a0. 26, Church. Beſides, publike Prayer is as well a part of 
27+ publike Miniſtery,as Prophecy is; and the forms of one 
6 Gen.2®.7- might as juſtly be taught by che precepts of men, as the 
Den. Other*; and Both of them are alike the gifts of the hol 
1 Cor.14. 16. ok : * 
© Ifa 29.13. Spirit, to whom it belongeth as well to teach us what to 
Nu. 15.6, 9. pray, as how to pray. Nox will it well ſtand with the 
d Rom. 8. 26. holy geſture, very uſuali in Prayer, whichis co lift up our 
| eyes to heaven, tocaſt down our eyes, and ſo fix them 
e Joh 11 41. upon a book 2 
& 17. 1. 
Pal. x a „% „ 


20 Qu. What part of publik; worſhip is next to be ad- 
miniftred ? 
* Anſ. Before Prophecy it will be ſeaſonable to ſing a 
« 2 Kin 3. 156. Pſalm : and then by ſome of the Teachers of the Church 
Col. 3 16. to read the word, and therewith to preach it, by giving 
4 the ſenſe, and applying the uſe: In diſpenſing whereof 
* * 1 they were wont to ſtand above all the people in a of 
23,70 28, wood. & the E ders on boch ſides*,whuiſt the people r= 
c Nchem. 8.4, kned to them with reverence & attention. Where there 
d Neh 8.5,6, be more Prophets beſides the Elders, they may prophecy 
7. Luke 4 — two or three, if the time permit, the Elders calling to 
© Nehen, 8.5, them, whether ol the ſame Church or others, if they have 
x Cor. 14. 29, 31. 1 Theſ. 5. 20. 
any 


44 
| 
| 

4 


* 


N and its Governe ment. 7 


any word of exhortation for the people to ſay on , and f A. 13.16 


for the bettegediſying of a mans ſelte or others, it may A 
bee la or any young or old ( ſave onely for wo- 17 


Qu. After the Miniftery of the Mor d, has part of Gods 2,46. 
publique wor ſhip is next to be admini ſtrea 

After the Word(which is the Covenant of God) 

of the Covenant ate next to be adminiſtred , 


belcever , prolefsing his repentance, and his Faith e, Adr 16. re, 


be ing a member ot the ſame Church body 4, as aiſo unto 4 bs 12 3. 


Ordinance tequireth) for the pardon oa linne, 1 Cor. 14. 


ng 
the Ordinance and Infant * 5 and then the Child being £ Gen. 1. 37, 
called by the name which the Parent hath given it for the 18.19, 
his one edification, and the childs , he Baptizeth it into“ Mat 3-1 1. 


k Tim 4.5. 
Name of the Father, of the Son, & ot the holy Ghoft +. , 1 ny 45 


63. & 2.21. Mat. 3.6, 16. Iohn 3.23. As 8.38,39 Rom.6.4. k x Cot. io. 2. Heb. i o 
223, Mat. 28. 19. | 2 


22, Qu, How is the Lords Supper tobe adminiſtr:d ? 


Anſ. The of the Lord is to be Gilpencedby the 
er ofthe Word *,untothe faithful of the ſame Bo- , , Cœ 16.1 
dy, or commended to them by a ike Body ©, having and — 6 
examined and judged themſelves , and fitting downe b1 Cor. 10. 
with him at the Lords Table, before whom the Mini- 7, & 12, 13,4. 
ſer taketh the Bread, and bleſſeth it, breaketh it, and gi- „Non 16. 2.3 
veth it to the Brethten, with this commandment Nan 


for all, To take and eat it as the body of Chrilt broken _ *** I 
for them, and this to do in remembrance of him. In like 
manner alſo he taketh the Cup, and having given thanks, 
he powreth it forth, and giveth it to thera, witha com. 
mandment to them all, — drinke it as the 

blood 


to aske ras at the mouth of the Prophets. 4 Nl. on 
[4 


—— — — —— — 


— — 


þ 8 The Doctrine oſthe Church 


ly blood of Chriſt ſhed for them, and this alſo to doe in re- 
F Muc membrance of Him . After all have pattaken, thankſ- 
5A 18, giving is ended with ſinging a Plalme *. 

1 — S. 5 Mat. 26. 30 Mar. 1426. Greeke,as He. 2.13. from Pſal.n4.2 2, 


23.Q. After the Miniſtery of the Mora, and the ſcales there- 
of, how is the Collection for the Saints to be adminiſtred ? 

eAnſ, The collection for the Saints was by the Apo- 

* to bee — — — 

cor. 16.2. day ?; meaſure, as proſpered every 

© D:ur,16,10, man * ; for the manner, not of conſtraint, but freely and 
i6. willingly *, brought by che givers as an Offering to the yr 

bi ca Lord, and laid downe *, as at firſt betore the Apoſtles, ſo 

© 2 Cor. 9 5.4. afterwards by their appointment before the Deacons of 

4 as 434.35 the Church as into a common Treaſury *, by them to 

Mat1#.4z be diſtributed to che ſupply of the Miniſtery, and of the 

. 2 Chro.39-17 poote Saints, according to theit need, and of outward 
| 3 ſetvice oſ the Church *. n 

| 8. Cor 16 2 emophian.put into the common Aocke,Gal.6.6.G mnwnien, 1 Tim-5,17, 

13. Gal 6.6.A&3 4.35. & 6.1,2,z- Kom. 15.55, 26. Acts 1. 28,29, 30. 


24 Qu. What duty of Gods worſpip is to bee performed in 


—  - ww 2 


diſmiſſeng the Aſſembly » 
Anſ. After all other pou of Gods publique worſhip | 
a Num:6.33. have beene performed, the Miniſter , or any of the Pro. - 


b 1 —— — | - to — —— a won! of bleſ- 
x King 8.14. », offering up bleſſing unto the Lord, a ting 2 
and Wr ing upon the People put ug 

c Num.6,35«to 25. 2 Theſ, 3. 17, 18. 2 Cor. 13.14 


25. Qu. In whit manner are all the duties « . 1 

to r i Gods wor hip 

Anſ. In ſpitituall ſimplicity, without affectation of legal 

lohn 4.24 ſhadowes*, of worldly pompe, or carnall excellencie 
b z Cor. 3.17. decently , and in order *, and to edification 


& 1. 12. 1 Cor, 
2.1.6, 13. c 1 Cor. 14. 40. d Iden. e Corn. 26 


26. Qu. What forme is the G 
* * forme of Governement isi W 


; 
| 


—ũ — — — — —— —— 
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— nh Government of the Church is in Chriſt our 
ot royall *, but in the Church Stewardly and © Wn 
Matte in both of them ſpirituall and heaven- 2 
ly © ' 1 Cor4.1,4- 
d x Pet. 4. 1 0. & 5.1,3,3, © John 18 36. 


27. Qu. How dat h Chrift exerciſe his Kingly government 
(or power) in the Church: 
Anſ. By calling the Church into holy — — with 
— 1 — and one with another a, by ordain — pal. 24. & 
and Governours in his Church, ——— — 76. 1,3 
= gifts, by giv by giringLawes and Ordinances fee er 1 
Government of it , by putting life and“ . 5343 
power, even — power of his Spirit, i — all his Ordinan- J. 4. 12 
ces, tor the ediſying of his body unto perfection , and fi- 4 2 Tim. 36 


nally by ſubduing our enemies, and perfecting our ſelves 12. Nat. 18. | 


in his peace to his heavenly kingdom e. . — —— | 
® 5, to 11,13, 14. e Rom. 16.20, Iohn 1 4.27. 2 Tim. 18 


28 Qu. How is the Government of the Church in the hana 
of the ¶ hurch. n ? 
Anſ. Becauſe the end of the Government of the 
Church is ſpirituall and heavenly , as is the building up « lohn 18.36 
of Chriſts kingdome, and the ſaving of ſoules . It is not — 19 


12 in the power of men toordain or provide means or helps * Cor 
to ſuch ends; but onely for him that can worke upon the 
ſoule and conſcience * Land therefore it is not in the \ c —— 4 
of the Church co make Lawes or Ordinances, to chooſe hy” 3 
Officers or Members, to adminiſter Sacraments, or Cen- n 
ſures, ox any part of Worſhip or Government, of their 

- owne heads, but to receive all as from the hand of Chriſt; 
and to diſpenſe all according to the will of Chriſt, revea- 4 ws 
ledin his word *, Heb. 8. 5 


1 Kin. 13.33 
& 12.33. lex. . 31. Num. 15. 9. Deut. 1 2.1, 4,31. 31. 


29. W. * in the Government of the Church ſpirituall 
Au. The Government of the 2 though i it — 


— — 


10 The Doctrine of the Charch, 


— — — 


a Luk. 5.20, not altogether inward, but partly outward *,' as being ad- 
| 21. 1.2.2 miniſtted by open and known Officers ®, with av audible 

1 b Ila. zo. . and lively voyce : in the open tace of the Brethren of the 

| 4 — 18.15. Congregation , yet it is in it ſelſe not of this world, but 

' 16,17. 1Tim, {pirituall and heavenly © , as being ordained not by the 
| 5.20, wiſdome of this world, but of Chrilt '; and adminiſtred, 
1 


nm 


_ % 


e Joh.18.36. not according tothe precepts of men, but his commande- 
J Sg d menis :; not by earthly weapons, but by the Word, and 
"Mar.15.6,9 ſeals ot the Covenant, and other ſpiritual] Ordinances h; 
ie. 4 not working upon the bodies or outward cſtates ot men 
| Ifa.11.4 by fines, ot impriſonments loſſe of limbs, or ot life; bur 
\ i Heb. 13-17 pon their ſoules and conſciences by the evidence of the 
— 2 Spirit: Finally, not ayming at worldly peace, wealth 
k Joh. 16 33 and honour, but at the righteouſneſſe of faith, peace of 
Rom. 14 17 Conſcience, and joy in the holy Ghoſt *. 
30 Qu. To whom hath Chriſt committed the Govern- 
ment of his Church 

1 Anſ. Partly to the body of the Church, in reſpect 
& 18.1% Pla. ol the ſtare or frame of ita, but principally to the Presby- 

45. 10. & 149 tery * in reſpect of the order or adminiſtration of it 
8,9. * Ox Elder ſbip. b 1 Tim. 5. 17. & 4. 14. 1 Theſ. g. 1 2. Heb. 13. 17. 1Cor.12.28 


31 Qu. hat power of Government 1s committed to the bo- 

dy of the ¶ lurch 

4 At.1.23,,6 An, The body of the Church hath power from Chriſt - 
& 14.23.& 6, to chooſe and call het owne Officers and Mcmbers* , to 
335-X 9.2E, ſend forth any of them for his ſervice®, and to inquire, 
b 3 Cor 8, 4e & heal, & aſſilt, inthe judgment of all publike ſcandals +, 


— — — — 


1 c Act. 11.23, 1 8. Mat. 1 8. 17. 1 Cor. 5. 4, , 1. Act. 5. 23. Col. 4. 17 | 

i * Or EI 32 Qu. What power of Government uu committed to the 
C1171, 

| (of the fame  * Precbytery 2. | | 

{ | Church) 1 Tim, 4. 14. 0% Tranſlation. 

: 4 Act 6,3. & 


14-27, Jod x An. To call the Church together, and to deliver 
13,14, the counſell of God to them with all authority *, to pte- 
b Tit,2.15, pare matters for the Churches hearing <,and to propound 
© At 21.18, 19 and order the aſſembly and to adminiſter Otdmations e, 
| - = 13-25 and Cenſures*, and to diſmiſſe the people with a bleſſing 
71 Tim. 1. 25 inthe name ofthe Lord. 
g Num 6. 23. 33 Qu. 


— 


——— — 


— — 


— 


— 
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Ou. But hath net Chriſt committed ſome power 9 
=D to every private — of — butch ? 79 
An. Yes verily, there is a power of edification -, 4 1 Corno. 23 
which the Lord hath given to every Member of the f. Mat. 16. 
Chuch, to exerciſe mutually one over another, to ſa ve — = 
fome with compaſsion, others with teare®, by a word of 6 Tude 200. 


inſtruction, Admomtion, Exhortation,and Comfort d. 1 _ tt. 
1 g 
c Tude 21,12, 23. 4 Ads 18.26. Mat. 18.15. Col.z 16. 1 Theſ. — 5 


34. How is Ordination to be adminiftred > : 

Arſ. When the Church hath choſen and called on 
Otfi-er, they preſent him to che Elders*, who doe or- 2 agar. 33. 
daine him, if he be a Deacon, with Prayer, and Impoſiti- & 6. 56. 
an of hands, and with Faſting alſo, it he bee an Elder .“ As. 6. 

35. Qu. How are the Cenſuret of the Church to be admini... © Acts 14.23, 


ſtred ? 


Anſ. The Cenſures of the Church are ordained by 
Chriſt for the removing of ſcandalls out of the Church, 2 Mar. 18. 16. 
which if they be private (one Brother offending another) 0 15. Luk. 17. 
the offender is to goe and acknowledge his repentance of * 
it unto his Brother *, who is then to forgive him : but if 2 xn. g 1,24 
the offender neglect to doe it, the Brother offended is to c Luk. 17.14. 
goe and admoniſh him, and convince him of it berweene - 
themſelves privately. If thereupon the offender bee þ 
brought to repent of his offence, the Admoniſher hath 
wonne his Brother : but if the offender heare not his bro- 
ther,the brother offended'is totake with him one or two 
more, that inthe mouth of two or three witneſſes every 
word may beeſtabliſhed ; whether the word of admoni- 
tion, if the oftender receive it, ot the word of complaint 
to the Church, if he refuſe it: for if he retule ir, the offen- 
ded brother is to tell the Church,andif he refuſe to heare , 
* — then he is to bee counted as an Heathen and 34418. 7536 
ublican 4. a 
36. Qu. What if the ſcandalls (or offences ) be publike how : 
are they to be removed 
Anſ. By publique reproofe *, and if the offences be not 41 Tim. 9.30. 
onely publique but haynous, then the Church is to re- Gal. 3. 14, 
move 


— . — — — 
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move the offence by Excommunicating the offender out ' 
Cor. 5. r. j. Of the Church *, | 


1 Tun. 1,20, 7. Qu. How is £xcommunication to be adminiſtred 
An. When the offence of any Brother is publique and 
haynous, or being private, is by the obſtinacie of the of- 5 
tender become publiquely ſcandalous, the Church beeing | 
met together, is in the name and power of the Lord Je- 
ſus, and with his Spirit, to deliver ſuch an one unto Satan 
| for the deſttuct ion of the fleſh, and the ſalvation of his 
4 x Cor. c. t. a, ſoule in the day of the Lord Jclus*. K 


Mat. 18.77. ; | 
i Tim. 1. 20. 2 Tim. 3. 2,5. Tit. 3. 10, . f. 1 


38. Qu. 1s there no uſe of Suſpenſion in the Church | 
Anſ. There may, to Members lying under the _—_ | 
l 


—— — Fr — _— — 
— 


a 1 Cor. 5. It. gilt of ſinne, after the admonition of the Church *, dif | 
g 3» C urc * cer- 
. Here 15 ning theuncleane from the cleane, untill they bee clean. ; 
1 E A 7 . 0 
— — 7 39. Qu. What is ¶ Anathema Maranatha > 


Anſ. It is the urmoſt Cenſure ot the Church, whereby 
a Brother falling trom the loye of Chriſt into hatred a- 
| gainſt him, is cut off from —— with Chriſt for e- 
| 41 Cor. 16.22. ver, even to the comming of the Lord «, 
40. Qu. Having ſcene what power of Governement the 1 
4 Church bath received and exerciſed within it ſelſe: tell mee 
now Whether any Church hath power of governement over 4. 
nother> _ 
a Anſ. No Church hath power of Governement over a- 
nother, but each of them hath chicte power within it 
ſelfe, and all of them equall power one with another; e- ; 
| — —ä received alike the power of binding, | 
and looſing, opening and the Kingdome of hea» 
yen*. But one to another, all of them are Siſters *, Al of 


| a 1 Mat18.17 . 

he g. them Concubines , but by their one corruption or u- 

| b can b, 8. ſurpationof others *: finally all of them are Candieſticks 

Gal. 4. 26.31 of the ſame ious metall, and in the midſt ot them all 

| ce Canc.6,% Chriſt equally walketh *. ! 


41, Qu. 


| 1 — - — ————— —ͤ——ͥ 
* — * 
- gil 


at. —_ 
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4. Qu. But if one Church have no power of Governement 
over another: what courſe then is there left to reform ſuch cor- 
ruptions 4s may ariſe in any Church, whether in Doctrine or 
prattile 

Axſ. The corruptions that ate found in any Church do 
either inſect part of the Church, or the whole body: if 
part onely, then the part remaining ſound, may cither 
convince and reforme their Brethren themſelves, it they 
be able ;or if they be not able, they may at leaſt prevaile 
ſo farre with them, as to ſend for light from ſome other 
Church, as they of Anriechdid to the Church of Hieruſa- 
lem *, But if the corruptions found in a Church doe inſect 4 A 1 5.2. 
the whole body, yet ſtill there is in Iſrael concer- Ezra 10. 2, 
ning this. For though one Church hath not poet of 

| Church hath equall — — 
yet power one another, 
as ————_— with them. And therefore look what pow- 
er one Brother hath over another in the ſame Church, 
the ſame power hath one Church over anothet in Bro- 
therly communion, As if one Church ſhall heare of any 
offence in another, they may cnquire the certainty of it b, Deut. 13. 4. 
and thereupon ſend letters and meſſengers, to convince 
and admoniſh them of it. It the Church oftcnding doc 
heare the Church admoniſhing » they have g their 
Brethren and their defire : it the Church heare them nor, 
then that other Church may take one or two Churches 
moe, to aſſiſt them in the conviction ot that ſinnc. It 
yet the Church heare not, then upon due notice 
thereof given, all the Churches thereabout may ſo mcer 
together, and after judicious enquiry into the cauſe, may 
by the word of God confute and condemne ſuch crrours 
in doctrine or practice, as are found offenſive, to prevent | 
the ſpreading either of the gangrene of hereſie , or of the © 2 Tim-2.17, 
leproſie of ſinne . And if the Church offending ſhall not 4 2 
yet hearken to their Brethren , though the reſt of the bets 
Churches have not power to deliver them to Satan, yet : 
they have power to withdraw from them the right hand IG = 
of fellowſhip, and no longer to hold them in communion 19. f, 16,17. 
of Saints, till they approye their repentance _ 2 Thel 3. 6. 


14 The Doctrine of the Church. 


— ark 
| 
| 
| 
| 


$$00000000002000004 


Iſa. 33. 22. 
The Lord is our Judge, the Lord is our Lam. giver, the Lord 
i our King; he will ſave us. 


| A Concluſion. | 


7 1160 He Kingdom of Chtiſt, whether in the hearts of his 
. or in Church State, and all the Adminiſtra- 

See Mr, Taylor tions thereof —— accotding to the Rule of the 

on Tit. i. . Goſpel, doth not diſturb the State, or Peace ofcarthly 
Kingdoms, or Commortwealths ; And thereſore, the 


| Gal.6.16, 

| es as walk according to this Rul be 

| te this Rule, peace be on them and 
| : —— Ifrael of Gad. 
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